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-VACCINATION." 


To  the  EDITOR  of  the  CARLISLE  PATRIOT 

Sir, — Entertaining  as  I  do,  on  general  grounds,  an 
aversion  to  obtrude  myself  on  the  notice  of  the  public 
without  strong  and  adequate  reasons,  and  feeling,  more- 
over, a  special  disinclination  to  have  recourse  to  the  public 
press  as  a  medium  of  conducting  medical  discussions,  I  am 
only  induced  by  what  I  conceive  to  be  tolerably  weighty 
personal  and  public  considerations,  to  depart  on  this  oc- 
casion from  ray  usual  rule. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  about  two  months  ago,  a 
the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  Subscribers  to  the  House 
of  Recovery,  when  offering  some  remarks  on  the  efficacy 
of  vaccination  in  preventing  small-pox,  I  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  that  I  was  one  of  those  who  believed  that 
the  stock  of  vaccine  lymph  in  present  use  is  not  so  effica- 
cious in  preventing  that  disease  as  it  formerly  was.  This 
I  am  still  disposed  to  maintain ;  and  could  I  not  confi- 
dently pledge  myself,  as  I  now  do,  to  lay  before  you  a 
few  satisfactory  arguments  in  support  of  that  opinion,  nay, 
even  to  supply  you  with  proof  of  its  accuracy,  as  far  as 
their  admissions  are  proof  of  such  accuracy,  from  the 
writings  of  some  of  those  who  affect  to  disbelieve  it,  I 
should  not  have  indited  one  word  on  the  subject.  Lest 
my  motives  and  opinion  respecting  the  value  of  vaccination, 
be  misunderstood,  so  as  to  prejudice  the  remarks  I  am 
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about  to  offer,  allow  me  to  premise  that  I  hold  in  the 
highest  estimation  that  invaluable  boon  to  our  race  •  I  re- 
commend and  practice  on  every  opportunity  both  primary 
or  in  antine,  and  secondary  or  adult  vaccination  :  while 
my  object  is  lo  arouse  attention  to  the  best  method  of  keep- 
ing  up  a  good  supply  of  the  virus  in  order  to  render  the 
operation  as  effectual  as  possible,  and  thus  (for  how  else 
can  It  be  accomplished?)  to  secure  to  it  the  full  and  ready 
confidence  of  all  classes. 

On  reading  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Dispen- 
sary lately  presented  by  them  to  the  general  meeting  of 
subscribers,  and  reported  in  your  last  number,  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  a  large  portion  of  the  document  to  consist 
of  dogmatical  and  self-complacent  remarks  on  this  ques- 
tion,—one  that  has  hitherto  been  very  imperfectly  con- 
sidered by  the  medical  practitioners  at  large  of  this  country, 
and  can  scarcely  as  yet  be  said  to  be  even  suhjudice.  It 
is  true  that  some,  occupying  high  stations  in  the  medical 
world,  speaking  ex  cathedra,  and  who  ought  to  have  been 
entitled  to  the  name  of  medical  authorities,  but  are  not, 
have  expressed  an  opinion  (scarcely,  however,  conclusive, 
as  will  be  seen)  on  the  subject:  others  have  come  to  a 
diametrically  opposite  decision,  and  each  party  has  acted 
accordingly.  'I'he  Dispensary  Committee  step  forward  at 
this  early  epoch,  and  offer  an  unasked,  unexpected,  and 
peremptory  adjudication  of  the  question,  declaring  that 
one  of  the  views  regarding  the  nature  and  operation  of  the 
cow-pock  virus  is  "  not  only  unphilosophical,  but  contia- 
dicted  by  its  history." 

Doubting  no  less  the  possession  of  data  and  means  on 
the  part  of  the  Committee  lo  enable  them  to  arrive  unas- 
sisted at  such  a  result  of  their  enquiries,  than  1  deny  the 
right  and  propriety  of  their  thus  expressing  it,  I  again 
glanced  over  the  semblances  of  argument  there  produced, 
and  at  once  recognised  the  positions  taken  up  on  this  sub- 
ject in  an  essay  lately  written  by  a  physician  in  the  metro- 
polis, whose  medical  writings  are  remarkable  for  any  thing 
rather  than  perspicuity  and  consistency.  The  line  of  argu- 
ment and  the  expressions  used  in  these  two  productions  are 
in  many  respects  so  ludicrously  similar,  that  one  might 
have  supposed  the  Committee  had  had  access  to  the  Essay  al 
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lulled  to,  or  were,  at  all  events,  enlightened  by  the  same 
"  philosophy,"  as  the  following  extracts  will  show.  So  great, 
however,  is  the  discrepancy  between  the  dicta  of  these  two 
authorities  on  another  point,  and  that  a  vital  one,  that  we 
are  at  liberty  either  to  conclude  that  the  coincidences 
of  ar^jument  and  expression,  where  they  do  occur,  are 
quite  fortuitous,  or  that  one  party  has  misunderstood  and 
given  a  blundered  version  of  the  views  of  the  other.  First, 
for  the  points  of  correspondence  : — 

committee's  report.  Dtl.  G.  GREGORY,  of  LOMDON". 

"The  idea  that  the  vac-  "It  has  been  repeatedly 
cine  virus  has  become  de-  urged  that  the  vaccine 
teriorated    by   transmission    virus  deteriorates  by  passing 


through  the  system  of  so 
many  thousands  of  persons, 
is  not  only  unphilosophi- 
cal,  but  contradicted  by  its 
history. 

"  An  opinion  has  been 
entertained  that  cow-pox 
gradually  loses  its  influence, 
&c.  This  is  a  question  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  decide, 
for  yeais  must  elapse  before 
it  can  be  answered  beyond 
the  possibility  of  doubt.  If 
there  be  such  a  limitalioa  of 
it's,"  &c.,  &c. 


"  The  practice  of  re-vac- 
cinating, however,  at  distant 
intervals,  may  be  resorted  to 
with  propriety,  as  the  opeia- 
tion  is  simple  and  attended 
with  no  risk,  and  the  security 
of  the  individual  is  thereby 
rendered  doubly  sure." 


through  a  succession  of  hu- 
man bodies, — such  a  notion 
has  neither  reason  nor  ana- 
logy in  its  favour." 

"no  doctrine  so  resolute- 
ly *  *  as  that  of  a  gradual 
decay  in  vaccine  influence, 
in  proportion  as  life  ad- 
vances. Years  must  elapse 
before  this  question  can  be 
answered  beyond  the  pos- 
sibility of  doubt  or  cavil. 
In  the  meantime,  however, 
we  are  wai ranted  in  saying 
that  if  such  limitatioa  does," 
&c.,  &c. 

"The  practice  of  re-vac- 
cinating at  distant  intervals 
from  the  date  of  the  piimary 
process,  is  one  fiom  which 
no  harm  and  much  benefit 
may  be  expected.  The 
operation  is  simple  and  free 
from  risk.  If  no  eflect  fol- 
lows, the  security  of  the 
individual  is  rendered  doubly 
sure." 
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Another  or  tw  o  exact  coincidences  of  the  Committee's 
iteport,  witli  the  remarks  of  an  Edinburgh  Reviewer, 
might  be  added,  but  those  already  given  must  suffice. 
Let  us  next  examine,  biiefly,  into  the  real  "  philosophy  and 
history"  of  the  thing.  The  Committee  say  (also  at  second 
hand) — "the  notion  of  the  vaccine  poison  becoming  de- 
teriorated or  enfeebled,  is  contrary  to  the  usual  physiolo- 
gical laws  which  regulate  the  actions  ol  animal  poisons." 
The  rabid  predilection  for  the  word  "  poison  "  here  dis- 
played, is  rather  remarkable :  the  employment  of  the 
term  on  this  occasion  is  of  questionable  propriety,  and  is 
certainly  not  calculated  to  preposess  the  public  on  behalf 
of  vaccination.  The  Latin  word  "  virus  "  so  often  used, 
may  certainly  be  thus  translated  ;  here,  however,  as  in 
many  other  instances,  it  is  used  in  quite  a  different  sense 
from  that  in  which  it  is  applied  to  the  poison  of  a  veno- 
mous reptile,  or  of  a  mad  dog.  It  is  incapable  of  produc- 
ing death,  or  of  leaving  any  evil  consequences  behind  it; 
and,  with  very  few  exceptions,  indeed,  it  operates  on  the 
human  frame  with  the  greatest  mildness.  But  waving 
further  allusion  to  this  subject,  let  us  ask,  what  is  the 
analogy  between  cow-pock  virus,  and  the  moibific  germs 
of  some  other  diseases  mentioned  in  the  Report?  To 
these,  the  application  of  the  term  "poisons"  may  be  less 
objeclionable,  though  it  would  be  rather  difficult  to  define, 
and  still  more  to  demonstrate,  the  poison  of  measles, 
scarlatina,  and  some  other  diseases  capable  of  communica- 
tion without  contact ;  while  the*'poison"of  itch,  as  has  long 
been  believed  and  lately  confirmed  beyond  doubt,  is  an 
insect.  The  cow-pock  virus  is  a  fluid  that  operates  mildly 
on  the  human  subject  (as  just  stated),  to  whom  it  cannot 
be  communicated  except  by  a  very  careful  operation  of 
engrafting,  often  requiring  repetition,  and  in  whom  it7jei'er 
yet  occurred  spontaneously— hvLl,  in  every  case,  by  deriva- 
tion from  another  source,  which  source  originally,  as  all 
know,  was  the  cow.  It  can  also  be  directly  communicated 
to  man  from  the  horse  ;  but  in  no  case  has  it  ever  appeared 
as  a  primary  human  disease  ;  in  all  Imman  cases,  it  is  arti- 
ficially engrafted.  In  these  respects  it  bears  no  analogy 
whatever  to  the  "  poisons  "  placed  alongside  it  by  the 
Reporters.    We  shall  now  advance  another  step,  and. 
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having  seen  how  it  differs  from  other  viruses  in  the  mode 
of  its  introduction  into  the  human  system,  shall  en- 
quire in  what  respect,  as  an  engrafted  human  disease,  it 
differs  from  natural  human  diseases,  in  its  transmission 
through  numerous  individuals.  Bearing  in  mind  the  very 
peculiar  nature  and  origin  of  the  vaccine  disease,  we 
miglit  naturally  enough  expect  that  the  subsequent  history 
of  this  anomalous  affection — disease — or  call  it  what  you 
will — should  present  few  analogies  with  that  of  the  hu- 
man viruses.  This  idea,  however,  according  to  the  Com- 
mittee, "is  unphilosophical,  and  contradicted  by  the 
history  of  the  vaccine  virus."  "  If,"  says  the  Report, 
"the  vaccine  virus  be  capable  of  degeneration,  it  is  the  only 
animal  poison  in  nature  that  is  so."  It  is,  indeed,  in  other 
respects,  a  very  peculiar  "animal  poison,"  as  we  have 
seen  ;  and  in  this  respect  also,  it  is  somewhat  peculiar.  Do 
the  Committee  not  know  that  medical  men  engaged  in 
weekly  vaccinations  are  at  considerable  pains  to  keep  up  a 
good  supply  1  Are  they  not  aware,  that,  whether  there 
be  a  spurious  plague,  spurious  itch,  or  any  thing  else  spu- 
rious "  in  nature,"  there  is — and  probably  has  been  from 
the  first  week  of  its  introduction — a  spurious  or  "  irregu- 
lar" form  of  vaccine  disease  ■?  How  the  Committee  in  the 
face  of  this  fact  can  deny  the  tendency  of  the  vaccine  virus 
to  undergo  deterioration,  I  cannot  conceive.  Even  vesicles 
to  all  appearance  regular,  often  afford  impure  matter  now- 
a-days  ;  "  three  or  four  children,"  says  Dr.  Geo.  Gregory, 
— the  Committee's  own  chief  authority, — "  vaccinated 
from  the  same  source,  may  exhibit  irregular  appearances, 
yet  the  vesicle  itself,  from  which  the  lymph  is  taken,  shall 
shew  no  apparent  deviation  from  the  healthy  state."  This 
is  important  testimony  from  the  no  deterioration  writers,  and 
must  be  allowed  its  full  weight  when  they  propound  ano- 
ther of  their  specious  arguments,  viz.,  "  the  cow-pox 
vesicle  of  the  present  day  presents  the  same  appearances, 
and  goes  through  the  same  regular  course,  as  that  which 
was  delineated  and  described  by  Dr.  Jenner."  This  is  a 
kind  of  easy  and  loose  logic  which  ought  not  to  satisfy  the 
public,  nor  those  to  whom  its  health  is  entrusted  ;  the  ques- 
tion is,  is  the  efficacy  of  cow-pox  in  preventing  small-pox, 
the  same  now  as  thirty  years  ago  ?   The  Committee  say 
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it  is  ;  "  although  vaccination  is  not  a  perfect  antidote,  it 
i8  the  best  that  can  be  had,  and  it  is  just  as  much  bo  now, 
as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Jenner."  This,  as  usual,  is  the 
echo  of  an  opinion  of  Dr.  G.  Gregory's;  tlie  Comniitiee, 
however,  to  do  them  justice,  are  moie  consistent,  and  true 
to  one  line  of  argument,  than  he.  Dr.  Gregory  had,  of 
course,  very  different  sources  of  information,  and  eitiier 
had  his  eyes  opened  to,  or  could  not  close  them  against,  a 
host  of  evidence  of  the  opposite  kind,  whose  claims,  while 
unwilling  to  allow,  he  yet  felt  himself  bound  to  mention. 
Thus,  he  tells  us,  that  only  in  1820,  the  Report  of  the 
National  Vaccine  Establishment,  "declared  that  of  more 
than  60,000  persons  vaccinated  in  London  and  its  vicinity 
in  the  course  of  twelve  years  by  that  establishment,  five 
only  are  reported  to  have  been  subsequently  affected  with 
small-pox."  And  although  he  endeavours  to  depreciate 
the  value  of  this  testimony,  it  must  be  apparent  to  all,  that 
such  an  Institution  would  not  deceive  the  public  by  stating 
proportions  which  bore  scarcely  any  relation  to  the  truth, 
as  he  would  have  us  believe. — Such  proportion  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  the  subsequent  experience  of  Vaccine 
Establishments  can  supply.  But  1  am  pledged  to  show 
from  the  writings  of  the  anti-deteriorationists  that  they  ad- 
mit not  only  the  possibilily,  but  the  absolute  fact,  of  the 
more  frequent  occurience  of  small-pox  in  vaccinated  per- 
sons of  late  times,  as  compared  with  the  earlier  periods  of 
the  vaccine  era.  Gregory  speaks  of  "  the  detailed  enquiry 
which  the  frequency  of  the  occurrence  in  recent  times  ap- 
pears to  demand,"  and  says,  in  another  part  of  his 
Essay,  "  svhalever  difficulty  there  may  be  in  determining 
the  exact  proportion  in  which  vaccination  fails  to  impart 
that  perfect  and  permanent  security  against  small-pox 
which  was  its  early  attribute,  it  is  clear  that  the  cases  of 
vaccine  failure  aie  very  numerous,  for  they  have  forcibly 
attracted  public  attention,"  &c.  What  will  those  who  are 
at  all  conversant  with  the  subject  think  of  Dr.  Gregory's 
intelligibility  and  consistency  as  an  author  when,  bearing 
in  mind  his  own  admission  formerly  quoted,  respecting  ap- 
parently regular  vesicles  containing  inefficacious  virus, 
they  read,  "  So  far  from  believing  in  any  deterioration  of 
virus  from  successive  inoculation,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
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that  by  a  careful  geleclion  of  well-predisposed  children, 
the  pock  may  even  be  restored  from  an  imperfect  to  a  per- 
fect stale,  and  by  proper  care,  therefore,  may  be  retained 
indefinilely  in  that  condition?"  What  will  they  further 
think  when,  keeping  the  foregoing  in  view,  they  again  read, 
"  If  children  are  successively  vaccinated  from  each  other, 
all  of  whom  are  from  various  causes  ill-disposed  to  take  on 
the  perfect  disease,  the  virus  may  unquestionably  degene- 
rate, and  at  length  wear  out  altogether.  In  tropical 
countries  and  in  confined  localities  such  an  occurrence 
certainly  takes  place,  but  this  is  very  different  from  the 
notion  of  a  virus  deteriorated  by  the  mere  influence  of 
time." — So  that,  according  to  this  lucid  writer,  apparently 
good  pocks  may  really  be  inefficacious  ones :  decidedly  irre- 
gular ones  may  be  converted  into  perfect  ones :  and  thirdly, 
the  virus  may  "  unquestionably  degenerate,"  and  even 
"wear  out"  under  specified  circumstances.  Why,  as  to 
this  last  declaration,  it  is  all  that  was  demanded  of  these 
deniers  of  its  deterioration  ;  it  is  even  more.  Few  that 
wish  to  be  enlightened  on  the  nature  and  history  of  cow- 
pock,  would  ever  anticipate  the  account  of  its  retreating 
and  advancing  powers,  of  its  harlequin  transformations, 
and  its  final  exit  from  the  stage,  as  just  quoted.  The  dis- 
claiming of  its  deterioration  by  the  mere  effect  of  "  time," 
is  a  mere  quibble  ;  no  such  opinion  was  probably  ever 
broached  in  these  unqualified  terms.  It  is  the  transmission 
of  the  virus  through  numerous  individuals  in  various  con- 
ditions as  to  health,  climate,  &c.,  that  is  pointed  at  as  the 
cause  of  its  weakened  powers, — a  cause  that,  it  would  ap. 
pear,  there  are  some  wights  hardy  enough  both  to  deny 
and  admit. 

Other  proofs  exist  of  the  virus  not  acting  with  the  same 
energy  on  the  human  frame,  as  formerly  :  the  recently  pro- 
cured virus,  for  instance,  was  found  to  affect  the  consti- 
tution pretty  briskly,  whereas  it  is  now  commonly  remarked, 
that  such  constitutional  disturbance  is  scarcely  ever  seen. 
Then,  again,  many  thousands  of  those  vaccinated  soon  after 
the  general  adoption  of  the  operation  were  exposed  to  the 
influence  of  small-pox,  nay,  were  purposely  inoculated 
therewith,  yet  with  impunity.  The  case  is  not  so  now. 
Instances  are  not  wanting,  though  they  are  rare,  of  even 
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infants  dying  of  small-pox  within  three  or  four  years  after 
vaccination.  The  opponents  ot  the  deterioration  doctrine 
are  ready  to  allege  that  the  operation  has  been  imperfect 
Chow  strongly  must  they  then  see  the  analogy  of  the 
virus  to  their  list  of  "poisons"!)  I  am  not  disposed 
to  deny  it.  I  feel  convinced  that  the  matter  in  present 
use  cannot  be  depended  on  with  that  implicit  confidence, 
that  the  original  virus  deserved  and  received — yet,  such  as 
it  is,  it  proves,  when  attentively  selected  and  introduced, 
an  antidote  of  no  mean  powers,  and  must,  of  course,  be 
assiduously  employed  with  all  due  precautions,  until  a.  re- 
nevml  of  the  stock.  I  am  aware  that  by  many  "  good  easy 
people,"  this  proposal  is  scouted  as  visionary,  or  at  all 
events,  unnecessary  :  but  if  such  do  not  examine,  under- 
stand, and  appreciate  the  evidence  that  bears  on  the  im- 
portant question,  it  is  to  be  hoped  others  will,  as,  in  some 
places,  others  have  done,  and  proceeded  accordingly. 

"  In  tropical  countries,"  says  Dr.  Gregory,  "  and  in 
confined  localities,  such  an  occurrence,  (deterioration 
and  even  '  wearing  out'  of  the  virus)  certainly,  takes 
place."  flow  strikingly  analogous  is  this,  to  be  sure,  to 
the  fate  of  the  other  "animal  poisons"!  How  likely  is 
small-pox,  for  instance,  to  become  extinct  in  tropical 
countries,  &c.  !  Again,  being  ajia/oo-oHs  to  cow-pox  (!), 
"subject  to  the  same  laws,"  how  fearfully  it  must  have 
raged  25  years  ago,  in  certain  tropical  countries,  simul- 
taneously with  the  triumphant  progress  of  vaccination ! 
The  reverse,  of  course,  of  all  this,  is  known  to  be  the  fact. 
We  have  seen  how  aflectionately  Dr.  G.  and  others  cling 
to  the  old  stock  of  virus,  which  is  asserted  to  be  capable  of 
indefinite  renovation,  without  recourse  being  had  to  its 
original  source  :  let  us  also  consider  his  positive  objections 
to  renewing  the  supply  from  the  cow,  for  (will  it  be  be- 
lieved 1)  he  actually  entertains  objections  against  that 
proceeding.  The  proposal  to  renew  it  is  not  only 
"specious"  as  he  sneeringly  remarks,  Wut  is  "philo- 
sophical," as  even  the  Dispensary  Committee  may  be 
brought  to  own.  It  could,  moreover,  be  very  easily  car- 
ried into  effect,  were  the  powers  of  the  legislature,  and  the 
dormant  energies  of  the  sinecurisls  of  the  National  Esta- 
blishment, aroused  and  engaged  on  its  behalf.  Not  content. 
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liowever,  with  making  the  expediency  of  that  proceeding 
a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  Dr.  G.  actually  endeavours  to 
prejudice  the  public  against  the  use  of  virus  fresh  from  the 
cow.  First,  he  says,  "  there  must  always  be  a  doubt  as 
to  the  purity  and  genuineness  of  the  nev/ stock,  until  the 
experiment  of  variolous  inoculation  has  been  subsequently 
made,  wiiich  parents  are  very  seldom  disposed  to  allow." 
So  it  would  be  more  difficult  now-a-days  than  30  years 
ago,  to  test  the  efficacy  of  recent  cow-pock  matter  by  small- 
pox inoculation'!  Itis  much  to  be  feared  that  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  humbler  classes  would  now  be  found 
agreeable  to  have  small-pox  inoculation  practised  than 
formerly,  whether  as  a  test  or  otherwise.  It  is  a  matter  of 
notosiety  tliat  many  are  disposed  to  returnjit,  and  can 
only  be  induced  to  continue  their  confidence  in  vaccination, 
on  the  strongest  representations  being  made  to  them  of  its 
superiority.  Dr.  Gregory  admits,  as  an  undoubted 
certainty,  that  the  use  of  the  present  virus  does  not  pre- 
vent the  very  frequent  occurrence  of  small-pox  in  a  more 
or  less  modified  form  ;  yet  would  forego  tlie  advantages 
which  he  cannot  deny,»n/«7it  result  from  employing  a  new 
stock  of  virus,  Ifstlie  should  not  be  able  to  practice  small- 
pox inoculation  as  a  test !  Secondly,  he  says,  "further, 
the  true  vaccine  lymph,  as  first  taken  from  the  cow,  is 
frequently  very  acrid,  producing  glandular  swellings,  &c., 
&c."  Observe,  this  is  said  of  the  true  lymph  :  how  little 
then  has  it,  to  use  the  words  of  the  report,  "  become 
deteriorated  or  enfeebled" !  How  unimpaired  are  its 
energies  since  its  first  abstraction  from  the  cow  !  Your 
readers  will  thus  see  that  the  very  difl^erence  between  the 
qualities  of  recent  and  long  humanized  lymph,  which  I 
maintain  does  exist,  is  taken  by  this  writer  as  a  ground  of 
objection  to  liie  occasional  renewal  of  the  supply. 

In  Italy,  and  in  the  East  Indies,  the  slock  of  vaccine 
virus  was  some  years  ago  renewed,  from  the  suspicion — if 
not  the  conviction— that  the  old  stock  had  become  nearly 
inefficacious.  Speaking  of  Italy,  Dr.  Gregory  says, 
"  there  was  no  perceptible  difference  between  the  course 
of  the  old  and  new  lymph."  I  will  not  here  charge  him 
with  unfairness:  he  should,  however,  if  he  knew  it,  not 
only  have  stated  the  "courie"  of  the  lymph,  but  its  ef- 
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fects  as  aperservati\^e.  In  India,  according  to  a  reviewer 
of  the  Indian  vaccinator's  essay,  the  prophylactic  power 
of  the  new  matter  was"  proved  to  be  complete"  in  several 
instances:  and  he  expresses  a  hope  that  Mr.  lAIacpherson's 
operation  of  recurring  to  the  new  virus  will  be  adopted  by 
others,  notwithstanding  that  the  constitutional  effects  re- 
sulting from  the  recent  cow-pock  in  India  are  much  more 
severe  than  tliose  produced  by  what  the  reviewer  calls 
"  the  mild  and  benign^  eruption"  occurring  in  English 
cows,  and  from  which  Jennerdrew  his  supply,  but  which 
Gregory  would  not  dare  to  use.  He  is  compelled,  how- 
ever, to  make  the  following  avowal  : — "  More  recent  ex- 
periments in  India  tend  to  shew  that  the  measure  may,  on 
some  great  occasions,  be  adopted  with  advantage,"  but 
with  what  reluctance  is  it  extorted  from  him  !  He  adds, 
-^but  it  is  clear,  even  from  these  statements,  that  recurrence 
to  the  cow  is  not  lightly  to  be  recommended,  nor  adopted 
without  great  and  multiplied  cautions."  Dr.  Gregory's 
organ  of  caution,  to  speak  phrenologically  at  least,  if  not 
"  philosophically,"  must  be  preternaturally  large  or  ener- 
getic, to  induce  him  thus  to  interpose  imaginary  difficulties 
between  the  British  public,  and  iheir  accomplishment  of  a 
most  important  object,  and  one  fraught  with  no  possible 
danger,  to  the  ad  vantage — nay,  necessity  of  which,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  they  will  not  long  remain  insensible.  Had 
the  cautious  gentleman  been  a  contemporary  of  Jenner's, 
it  is  extremely  probable  he  would  have  continued  an  in- 
oculator  of  the  small-por. 

Another  real  or  supposed  feature  of  vaccination  is 
alluded  to  in  the  report,  viz: — The  gradual  loss  of  its 
protective  influence  in  any  given  individual,  as  that  indi- 
vidual becomes  older.  To  this,  neither  in  the  report  nor 
in  Gregory's  essay,  does  there  occur  any  strong  opposition  : 
although  there  be  no  "  analogy"  to  support  it,  its  possi- 
bility is  not  denied,  and  accordingly  re-vaccination  at 
distant  intervals,  is  recommended  in  the  same  words,  as  a 
practice  involving  no  risk.  Believing,  as  I  do,  in  the 
gradual  deterioration  of  the  general  stock,  from  whatever 
combination  of  causes,  I  am  also  disposed  to  believe,  with 
Gregory,  and  others,  that  even  recent  virus  may  at  length 
cease  to  afford  to  an  individual  the  full  protection  it  gave 
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him  for  the  first  few  years.  Dr.  G's  words  are,  in  one  place, 
'•the  early  experiments  of  Jenner  and  Woodviile  suf- 
ficiently proved,  that  for  two  or  three  years  at  least,  after 
vaccination,  the  human  body  is  unsusceptible  of  small- 
pox by  inoculation":  in  another,  he  shews  "how  much 
more  frequent  small-pox  after  vaccination  is  among  adults 
than  children":  and  says,  in  a  third,  "  we  are  strongly 
disposed  to  believe  that  the  susceptibility  of  small-pox  does 
return  in  many  cases,  more  especially  when  favoured  by 
certain  concurrent  circumstances.  Of  these,  the  most 
energetic  hitherto  ascertained  are,  change  of  climate,  and 
the  period  of  puberty." 

It  appears  highly  probable  from  all  that  has  been  ad- 
vanced, that  the  present  tendency  of  small-pox  to  increase 
its  inroads,  might  be  materially  lessened  by  the  adoption 
of  two  measures: — 

I.  Having  recourse,  after  a  certain  limited  interval, 
again  and  again  to  the  original  source  of  cow-pox,  aided 
by  the  sanction  and  authority  of  government,  and  its  in- 
terdiction of  the  use  of  old  virus,  where  recent  could  be 
procured. 

II.  The  re-vaccination  of  individuals  even  under  these 
circumstances,  more  particularly  when  approaching  matu- 
rity, or  about  to  change  their  climate. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  state,  that  had  not  the  opinion 
respecting  the  gradually  decreasing  efficacy  of  cow-pock 
matter,  on  which  I  ventured  a  few  remarks  at  a  meeting 
before  alluded  to,  been  so  summarily  dealt  with  in  their 
Report  by  the  Dispensary  Committee,  bespattered  with 
illogical  and  therefore  "  unphilosophical"  attempts  at  argu- 
ment— not  indeed  original,  but  culled  from  various  kindred 
sources — and  a  copy  of  its  condemnation,  thus  sealed 
without  evidence  or  pleading  being  heard  in  its  favour, 
sent  to  the  public  press  as  well  as  handed  to  the  supporters 
of  that  useful  Institution,  very  few  considerations  indeed, 
should  have  induced  me  thus  to  trespass  on  your  columns, 
and  on  the  patience  of  your  readers.  And  although  I 
regret  that  the  Dispensary  Committee  have  been  so  ill-ad- 
vised as  to  frame  two-lhirJs  of  their  Report  of  "shreds  and 
patches  "  of  medical  controversy,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
usual  notice  of  accidents  and  other  surgical  cases,  I  shaU 
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consider  that  an  object  of  no  small  importance  lias  been 
gained  if,  by  what  has  occurred,  the  attention  of  the  public 
be  awakened  to  the  subject,  and  all  professions  and  classes 
be  ultimately  induced  to  join  their  efforts  towards  provid- 
ing a  remedy,  if  such  can  really  be  found,  for  the  defects 
that  attach  to  vaccination.      I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obt.  Servant, 
English-street, Feb.  23rd,  1836.         WM.  ELLIOT. 


VACCINATION. 

THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  CARLISLE  JOURNAL. 
Sir, — I  observti  thiit  a  iargfe  portion  of  your  lust 
paper  is  occupied  with  a  letter  from  Ur.  Elliot,  on 
the  sulijpct  of"  V;iiTination.  As  the  style  and  dif-i 
fusenBss  of  the  production  seem  little  calculated  tol 
procure  a  pcrus.il,  muoh  less  a  careful  consideration 
of  its  contents,  I  sliould  have  forborne  to  trouble 
you  with  any  remarks  of  mine,  had  lie  not  indulsjed 
in  a  curious  and  ill  nalured  criticism  on  the  last  re- 
port of  the  Dispensary  Committee.  Beinij  one  of 
the  actinij  surf<eons  of  the  Dispensary,  and  there- 
fore responsible  for  the  opinions  promulged  in  that 
report,  I  feel  called  upon  to  defend  the  views  which 
my  ctilleasjues  and  myself  have  taken  on  the  sub- 
ject. We  aio  equally  unwilling  with  Dr.  Elliot, 
to  trespass  upon  your  columns,  with  any  thine 
bearing  the  seinMnuce  of  medical  controversy.  And 
we  should  have  never  for  a  moment  conten?.plafed 
the  introduction  of  controversial  matter  into  the 
report  of  a  piililic  chiirity,  had  not  Dr.  Elliot  first 
made  public  in  his  Fever  House  Report  an  opinion 
on  vaccination,  which  is  contrary  to  reason  and 
experience,  which  has  gained  fevv  proselytes  in  the 
profession,  and  which  we  conceived  to  be  not  only 
eironeous,  but  strongly  c.ilculated  lo  unsettle  the 
public  mind,  and  diminish  its  confidence  in  that 
important  operation. 
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On  approiuliinij  a  subject  of  such  vital  conse- 
qutMice  to  the  welfare  of  mankinfl,  it  is  above  all 
things  necessary  that  w«  should  l)rinjr  with  us,  and 
preserve,  the  utmost  coolness  and  forbearance.  We 
should  ever  remember  that,  in  discussing  so  mo- 
raontous  a  question,  our  duty  is,  not  to  advocate 
and  defend,  but  to  examine  fairly  and  judge  cor- 
rectly, so  that  truth,  not  victory,  may  be  the  ob- 
ject of  our  attainment.  I  observe,  therefore, 
•«  more  in  sorrow  than  in  answer,"  that  Dr.  Elliot, 
at  the  very  commencement,  has  displayed  a  dejjree 
of  irritation  and  temper  little  worthy  of  the  subject, 
and  still  less  of  the  pro''e!ision  to  which  he  beloufrs: 
—  that  he  has  manifested  throuf^hout,  not  the  mode- 
ration and  impartiality  of  a  j!id<;e,  but  the  anxiuly 
and  warmth  of  a  special  pleader. 

The  question  in  dispute  is  simply  lbi«:  Has  the 
matler  of  cow-pox  ht  come  eiifeuHled  and  depi  ive<l  of 

or  a  pari  of  lis  protec  ive  power  b\'  tiansn.ission 
throuffh  tiie  system  of  so  many  human  beings  ?  Now, 
tliere  uie  but  two  « a  .  s  of  sealing  ibis,  as  well  as  any 
other  rtispu!i;d  point.  Tlie  first  is,  liy  recurring  to 
tde  re¥!ilt»%if  expeiience  ;  the  second,  by  asceriiiining 
tbe  deflmvions  of  reason.  ^  l  i  st,  llien,  «ilh  iPRard  to 
'«X|>crlenco  We  find  t'iyil  in  the  early  periods  of 
v.ii^iiiiitioii,  lliis  opeiiiiion  allofdcd  a  permanent  stcu- 
Jity  to  mail),  J  partial  sacurily  to  a  few.  1 1  is  re- 
coidi.d  even,  that  in  tlie  hands  of  Jenner,  snmll-pox 
wcu'-rwi  ill  |ii(bvid Hills  who  had  reciivcd  its  proteclive 
power.  .And  |)r,  jo!,ii  Tbompum,  of  Edinburgli, 
wtioso  gieat  Itarning  and  ability  need  no  encomium 
from  mo,  findinor  t|,iit  small-pox  occurred  in  several 
ca-es  which  he  had  ca-efullx  vac.'inated,  corresponded 
with  Jt-iiner  on  the --iihit'ct,  eiiumeialiiig  the  instances 
oflailure,  hii  I  haxarding  an  opinion  on  the  par  iiililv 
of  i'8  proifCtive  power.  Jenner,  however,  was  in- 
cliind  lo  <I.inh!  genuineness  of  the  matti-r  he  was 
us  vg,  n  !  c  oiriingly  supplied  him  with  a  fjuantity 
of  l.\  ni,  h  f  o  11  liis  own  pure  and  oi  iginal  stock.  With 
1lii«:  jteiiuine  matter  f)r.  Tiioinpvoi.  v.iccinated  in 
j^di!.liuig:i,  and  several  individuals,  on  whom  he  ope- 
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filled,  were  siib'equeiiily  afU'Cled  with  modified  small- 
pox ii'tlwiihsiaiidiiig,     A  {jrcat  inajorily,  however, 
wore  found  to  have  acquired  a  periiKiiionl  seciniM. 
At  the  present  lime  the  s!aie  of  ma  iL-rs  is  prici<icli 
tlie  *ame.     Avast  niajoriiy  of  those  vaccinated,  al- 
though  exposed  at  the  ver\  centres  of  infection  during 
llie  recent  epidemic  prevnlence  of  small  pox,  have 
proved  to  be  complelels  secure.    Others  have  talien 
the  nuidified  disease,  and  a  few  only  Iiave  experienced 
ii  ill  an\  agt^ravaled  form.    It  has  been  said,  however, 
that  the  number  of  seizures,  subsequent  to  cow  pox. 
is  greater  now  than  formerly, — and  this  is  put  forlli 
as  an  arjTument  for  the  de  erioralion  of  the  virus 
Shdlow  r'a--oning,  indeed!    For  who  does  not  liiiow 
that  the  number  of  vaccina'inns  now  exceeds  immea- 
sureahly  t!iat  of  an.\  former  period?     And  who  can- 
h\ot  understand  that  the  increase  of  failures  should 
pnrespond  with  the  incretised  proportion  cf  cases  li.v, 
mie  to  failure  ?     .Another  cause  of  the  more  frequenlj 
occurrence  of  secxindary  smaU-pox  is  to  be  found  in 
the  negligence  with  which  parents,  and  not  unfre- 
quentiy  medical  practnionefs,  regard  this  important 
measure.    It  is  not  unusual  for  the  humbler  classes 
to  irust  its  performance  to  nun-professional  and  in- 
competent persons,  and  thus  »ii  operation,  ^vhich  is 
liable  to  failure  From  many  Ciu?es,«nd  requires  great 
?itieniion  to  secure  its  full  eff«m4^j^is»  iinperfec"ly  per- 
formed, and  an  extensive  fiuM" iccpf  open  for  the  ra- 
vages of  small-pox.    It  must  have  occurred  to  every 
piac.ti;ioner  to  vaccinate  a  nirmher  of  children  al  the 
same  tirne  ar.d  from  ttie  S|rm«4-i  inph,  rrany  pf  vsrhom 
Java  afterwards  pioverf  oV^pleiel\  secure,  atid  the 
i-esi  have  experienced  the  cflucts  of  small-pox.  Now, 
if  the  virus  had  been  deteriorated,  it  could  have  afford- 
ed Security  in  none  of  hose  instances;  nil  would  have 
been  alike  liable  to  the  disease.     If  we  admit  the 
hnijuvilv  of  the  slock,  our  security  is  then  at  an 
'end.     This  is  a  circumstance  so  conclusive,  (and 
for  its  truth  I  can  refer  to  the  teslimony  of  evcr\ 
vaccinator,)    that   it   alone    decides   the  question. 


—  Again,  if  ihe  matter  of  row- pox  had  l)t'cn  gia 
diwllv  flelenoratiii«»,  it  would  in  time   liave  cea>efl 
to  pmiKigiile  iistlf,  and  CLitaiiiiy  could  never  liave 
generu.'ed,  al    llio    present  da},  ;i   pustule  similar 
in  Hppearam-n,  similar  in  progress,  similar  in  plwsical 
and  po.\siol')gi(!al  properties,  lo  llie  first  gonuiiio  pus- 
tule that  was  Ht;lineated  and  described  by  Jciiner.  Il 
is  LMToneoiis  to  suppose  ihat,  bocause  in  some  coiisti- 
unions  and  from  some  accidental  cause  cov>-pox  occa- 
sionally generates  a  spurious  pustule,  the  virus  is 
therefore  capable  of  gradual  deterioration.   The  truth 
i-,  llie  spurious  nia:ter  is  ircapable  of  propagating, 
and  in  lime  hefom'is  exlerminattd.    Consequent!)  Jt( 
can  have  no  elfcct  on  4lie  deieri(naiion  of  the  slock,! 
aiid,  as  an  argumeni  f  ir  it,  falls  to  the  groui  d.  This,! 
lio>vev(^r,  is  Or.  Elliot's  stronghold,  and  he  trium-| 
pliantly  quoles  Dr.  flregory,  as  adn>ill)ng  the  di;terio-j 
taiinn  of  iho  sonri'ius  pnck  and  its  cnnseijuenl  tinajj 
jpxiiiiction.    If  he  hml  n  ni-ciud  inore,  it  would  havei 
Wrurred  lo  him  that  the  s|)uri<;us  pus! ule^atfords  noj 
proteciiiin  at  all,  ci'her  from  vaiiolous  or  vaccincj 
fliscasr-:  and  thai  if  we  luid  been  vaccina'ing  all  along* 
vith  S'lurions  cr  detejkioialfd*  rrialtor,  not  one  singlci 
individuul,  as  boforo  observed,  could  have  received' 
proiec.tion,    Duiing  the  lale  prevalence  of  small-pox, 
instead  of  being  confined  in  its  range  and  compara- 
tively harmless  in  its  ravages,  this  {country  would 
tave  been,  in  all  probabili'ji,  fearfully  devastated. 
So  far,  I  apprehend,  the  results  of  experience  are 
clearly  incompatible  with  the  degeneration  of  the 
▼accine  virus. 

The  next  lest  of  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  an 
opinion  is  reason.  It  is  well  known  to  men  of  science 
that  nature  is  alwajs  uniform  in  her  oporaiions,  and 
tliat  she  governs  her  agents  by  similar  laws.  This, 
ntiribufeof  nature  is  so  true  and  universal,  that  often-, 
times  in  the  history  of  science  exceptions  to  tb« 
general  rule  have  appeared,  which,  in  the  further 
progress  of  discovery,  tended  to  confirm  and^illuslrale 
J^is  great  law.    Now  as  the  vaccine  virus  (notwilh- 


sTanafng  Dr.  Elliot's  ahorlive  attempt  to  prove  it 
otherwise)  is  an  animjil  poison,  it  is  unphilosophicalV) 
puppose  thai  it  will  deviate  from  the  usual  laws  which 
'  overn  other  animal  poisons.  And  as  no  animal 
oison  wiih  wliicli  we  are  acquainted  is  capable  of  de- 
genrniliiyi,  idea  of  the  vaccine  virus  being  so 
capable  is,  r  ja'=nniiig  analogically,  grat uiious  and  ab- 
surd. Induclion,  also,  or  that  kind  of  reasoning 
>vliidi  is  based  upon  facts  and  multiplied  observations, 
for  the  introduction  of  which  we  are  indebied  to  the 
illustrious  Bacon,  has  been  shown  by  the  facts  already 
Slated  to  be  docidedl)  hosiile  to  that  opinion. 

These,  Sir,  are  tiie  facts  and  the  mode  of  reasoning 
■which  appear  to  me,  and,  I  think,  must  appear  to 
€ver\  one  "ho  will  consider  and  reflect  upon  them, deci- 
sive of  the  question.  Whether  the  facts  slated,  or  the 
reasoning  used,  be  original,  or  have  been  previousl) 
adopted  by  medical  writers,  is  a  matter  of  mere  in- 
t^iffi-rence  to  the  point  at  issue.  It  is  enough  that  they 
are  strong  and  logical,  true  and  unanswerable.  If  the 
line  of  argument  and  the  language  of  the  report  were 
similar  to  that  held  by  Dr  Gregory  and  the  Edinburgh 
Reviewer,  it  only  shows  that  the  views  coiiUiiiied  in  it 
ST"e  avowed  and  promulg-aied  by  the  highest  auilioriiies 
in  the  profession.  Thcty  n-ere,  Imwover,  first  brought 
forward,  in  nearly  similar  words,  by  Jenner  and  his 
immediate  followers;  they  have  been  detailed  at  con- 
siderable length,  and  wjih  great  force  of  eloquence,  by 
Dr.  John  Thompson  of  Edinburgh;  and  they  are 
adopted  by  almost  every  one  who  has  given  his  atten- 
tion to  the  subject.  Influenced  by  these  fads  and 
argumenls,  I  contend,  that  the  words  of  the  report, 
iiamel)',  that  "the  idea  of  the  deterioration  of  the 
vaccine  virus  is  unphilosophical  and  contradicted  by 
Its  liislory,"  are  fully  warranted.  And,  ftccordingly, 
I  have  no  hesiia  ion  in  denouncing,  (and  in  doing  so 
I  am  borne  out  by  the  intelligent  portion  and  a  vast 
majority  of  my  professional  brethien,)  the  opinion' 
which  Dr.  Elliot  has  maintained  with  so  mmrh 
laboured  dilFuseness,  as  erroneous  in  fact,  and  un- 
philosophical in  theory.  ■  ; 
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Tiiis  ob^iiii.ite  doterioralioiiist  does  nof  confine  his 
Titjws  to  aiiiniiil  crwttidn.  They  are  exicnded  even  to 
llie  vegelalile  kiiigilem.  I  remember  liwnhig  him 
coiiienH,  on  a  former  omisioii,  with  almost  eqii.i' 
earnesiTiesa,  that  the  reciMil  failure  of  the  potatre croii 
-syn*  owing  to  a  (h'g.  neraiion  of  the  po  ntvv;  and  iluif, 
before  ne  could  enjoy  this  useful  vegclahle  in  all  iis 
original  puiil},  it  would  he  nerossar\  for  govennnenl 
to  order  a  fresh  imporintion  of  seed  from  ilie  parent 
country.  J»o3sibl\,  tiiis  comprchensiv e  reasoning  ma\ 
pervade  his  loiigthy  geological  resrarches,  and  we  neeO 
not  wonder,  if  we  are  enlightened,  at  some  future 
period,  wi;h  a  learned  disserialion  on  the  degeneration 
ofjjriniary  rocJvs  and  secondary  formations. 

It  might  have  been  as  creditable  to  his  judgment, 
if  he  hud  foutid  access,  also,  to  some  kindred  source, 
and  derived  assistance  from  sotne  kindred  genius,  but 
ji  wouM  have  hccn  fatal  to  his  vanity — a  feeling  which 
appears  undtyci-erattd,  and  shines  forth  in  all  its  lux- 
uriance llu  niigh  ever;  lino  of  his  laboured  production. 
The  sentiment  of  self-esteem  lises  up  with  sparkling 
freshness  at  every  point,  and  occasionally  effervesces 
over.    He  is  as  vain  of  his  letter  as  a  beauty  is  of  her 
pers^on.    And  like  a  ))eauty  anxious  for  the  display  of 
all  her  cl;arms,  he  is  not  conlejit  with  the  publicit)  of 
\our  columns,  but  circulates  it'in  a  separate  form,de- 
terinined  |o  dazzle  all  his  frietids  with  the  light  of  his 
new  phikisophy.     It  mi;;ht  have  been  difficult,  how- 
ever, to  fiiid,  iu  the  whole  ra^ge  of  medical  literature, 
an\  one  p«r.-;iiing  a  simih.r  plan  of  laolics.or  adopli^g 
a  similar-  fine  of  argurnejit.    I  confess  he  stands  alone, 
fortunately  for  the  pri  fess!rn,fin' the  singularity  of 
his  mode  of  [iroceeding,  in  the  obliquiiy,  of  his  intel- 
lect ual  visiun;    As  there  are  morbid  states  of  the  eye, 
in' which  the  colour,  magnitude!,  and  figure  of  external 
objects  arc  strai^gel.\  distorted  and  confused, — so  there 
are  false  lights  of  the  mind,  which  bewilder  instead 
of  assisting  ;ihe  judgment, — in  which  imaginary  phan- 
toms are  taken  for  real  appearances.    It  may  be  un- 
der  these  deluding  influences  that  Dr  Elliott  has  con- 
^mplated  the  degeneration  of  cow-pox  and  the  de- 
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generaiion  of  potatoes,  and  been  at  last  brought  tocon^' 
aider  tlie  fantasiip  crea  ions  of  his  own  brain  as  real 
and  independent  existences. 

What  are  ilie  public  considerations  which  have  in- 
duced him  to  come  thus  proniinertlj'  forward  \  am 
at  a  losF  lo  determine.  ■  His  weigiUy  personal  ones 
may  be  more  easily  conjectured.  Strictures  on  the- 
ri'porl,  so  uiifiiir  and  Sjileneiic,  could  only  originate 
in  offended  |  ride.  The  rebuke  he  n  et  with,  vvlien 
a|  plu'ng  toihe  Naiiana!  Val  ine  Hstablishmenl  t'or7iew 
uhd  (jenvine  h/niph,  has  possibl)  occasioned  his  hostility 
to  the  di5iii!|;iii£iicd  ph\siiiaii  of  that  institution. 
Hence  al.-o  maj  have  d^igtnated  the  fust  introduction 
of  liie  subject  into  the  report  of  a  Hospital  for  fever,, 
perfectly  unctmiertcf'  .Ttih  the  praciice  of  vaccinaiion. 
*t  Ainit  iii ,  ■,  our  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HODGSON. 

Castle  Streelj  March  1st,  IS36. 

VACCINATION.  i 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  CARLISLE  JOtTRNAL. 

"  Common  objects  of  interest "  (meaning  objects  of  com- 
mon interest)  "  should  be  calmly  discussed  taunts  and 

acrimony  should  not  be  allowed  scurrility  and  invective 

should  be  6ar<^f"lly  excluded." 

Mr.  H  's  address  to  the  Pfiilosophtcal  Society. 

Sir,  The  writer  of  the  late  "  so  called"  Dispen- 
sary Report,  on  the  aggressive  and  unbecoming  vein 
of  which  I  felt  compelled  to  make  public  comment, 
has  I  observe,  thought  proper  to  address  to  you  by 
vpay  of  reply  a  communication  which,  to  do  him 
justice,  is  "  his  own"  throughout.  All  that  beard 
or  perused  that  Report,  must  have  recognised  in  it 
a  stjange  anxiety  to  stifle  every  attempt  at  inquiry, 
into  a  subject  which  much  more  concerns  the  pub- 
lic than  the  medical  profession,  by  unconditionally 
stigmatising  an  opinion,  opposite  to  that  held  by  the 
writer,  as  "  unphilosophical  and  contradicted  by 
history."  It  is  distressing  to  observe  that  the 
same  unkind  personal  feeling  which  selected  and 


'^nimed  the  borrowed  sliafts  of  which  much  of  the 
Rj'poj  t  consistti,  pervades  also  the  entire  sulislanre 
of  the  original  paper  with  which  I  now  have  to  do. 
While,  however,  Igrii-ve  that  one,  from  whose  ton- 
gue and  pen  the  name  of  the  great  Bacon  has  so 
often  dropped,  cannot^  in  prosecuting  an  ordinary 
discussion,  refrain  from  ridiculous  personalities,  it 
behoves  me  to  profit  by  the  example,  to  arrest  my- 
self in  the  downward  and  degrading  career  to  which 
my  misguided  opponent  would  tempt  me,  and,  with- 
out entertaining  the  least  bad  feeling  against  Mr. 
Hodgson — whom  on  many  grounds  I  am  inclined  to 
esteem — to  insist,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  on  here 
closing  onr  newspaper  correspondence.  A  continu- 
ed and  more  general  discussion  of  the  matter  in 
dispute  will,  I  am  sure,  be  for  the  public  good.  I 
shall,  therefore,  have  no  objection  to  meet  Mr.  H.  in 
a  really  and  truly  "  philosophical''  spirit,  and  on  a 
^  more  legitimate  arena.  As  regards  my  former  and  j 
i  present  communications,  I  beg  to  disclaim  all  I 
undue  warmth  or  personality,  should  such  be  hereafter  | 
laid  to  my  charge.  Neither  the  intentional  offencejust 
offered  me  by  Mr.  Hodgson  in  language  as  unwar- 
rantable as  it  is  unusual,  nor  any  other  like  injury, 
shall  ever,  I  trust,  draw  from  me  an  insult  or  retort 
correspjndiiig  to  that  inflicted.  While  on  this 
subject,  I  shall  oiily  add,  that  in  respect  to  the 
charge  of  vanity  and  self  esteem,  of  which  others 
can  form  an  opinion  as  well  as  cnmiologisfs  (generally 
miscalled  phrenologists,)  I  shall  contentedly  "  pair 
off"  with  Mr.  H.  on  these  two  counts,  without  offer- 
ing  one  word  either  iu  my  own  defence  or  to  his  ' 
disparagement. 

Statements  of  the  nature  of  those  I  have  already 
submitted  to  you,  are  not  to  be  borne  down  by  per- 
sonalities, offensive  insinuations,  or  gratuitous  and 
unsustained  charges  of  inaccuracy.  Mr.  Hodgson 
professes  an  appeal  to  facts  and  reason  :  it  is 
equally,  Sir,  on  facts  and  reason  that  I  ground 
.my   argument.      So    little    have    my  "  indue- 


tTons"  been  assailed,  not  to  say  refuted,  that  Mr. 
Hodgson's  commnication  would  be  almost sufiicirnt- 
ly  answered  by  referring  your  readers  once  more  to 
my  former  paper.  His  allusions,  however,  to  the 
House  of  Recovery  Report,  and  strangely  incorrect 
statement  respecting  certain  features  of  llie  Vac- 
cine disease,  as  well  as  the  opinions  of  Jenner  and 
others  thereon,  demand  a  brief  reply. 

The  cases  of  small-pox  admitted  last  year  into 
the  House  of  Recovery  (which  Mr.  H.  must  surely 
know  is  not  intended  for  fever  only,  as  he  insinuates) 
reqniied  notice,  of  course  ;  and  on  the  same  page 
the  anti-variolous  powers  of  vaccina'ion  were  strong]} 
insisted  upon,  and  the  confidence  and  attentive  interest 
of  the  public  earnestly  claimed  on  its  behalf.  No 
man's  opinion  was  therein  condemned  as  contrary 
to  reason  and  fact,  no  insult  penned  and  recorded 
on  the  judgment  of  those  who  might  differ.  Nay, 
no  more  was  expressed,  nor  even  hinted  at,  than 
what  Mr.  Hodgson's  own  authorities  allow, — viz., 
»' that  a  perfect  security  was  the  early  attribute  of 
vaccination,"  and  that  "  repeated  vaccination  ren- 
dered security  doubly  sure."  But  whatever  the 
Report  may  contain,  it  was  approved  and  adopted  hy 
the  Committee  under  whom  I  acted. — (This  I  now 
have  reason  to  believe,  is  more  than  the  Dispensary 
Committee  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  by  Mr. 
Hodgson's  document,  with  the  contents  of  which, 
as  I  saw  in  the  newspaper  report,  even  one  of  his 
colleagues  expressed  liimselfas  not  altogether  satis- 
fied.) Lastly,  Mr.  Hodgson  himself  was  present 
at  its  preparatory  presentation,  and,  as  well  as  Di. 
Barnes,  was  one  of  those  who  adopted  it, 

Mr.  H.  first  considers  the  facts  of  the  case.  He 
states  boldly  that  "  spurious  matter  is  incapable  ofpro- 
pngiiting;  and  in  lime  becomes  exterminated."  Now, 
if  ii  be  incapable  of  propagation,  it  will  surely  require 
no  time  beyond  its  course  in  otie  individual  lo  "wear 
out."  What  does  Mr.  Hodgson  therefore  mean  by  "in 
lime  ?"  If  he  intended  to  say  that  pood  virus  delcrio- 


rates  by  degreex,  he  is  not  fur  wrong,  but  expresses 
himself  awkwardly.     Dr,  Thomson,  truly,  sent  to 
Jenner  for  a  "  fresh  suppl)  ,  liaziirdingfin  opinion  on  the 
partial  proleclion  iitlurded  b_v  his  own  matter."  Now, 
if  these  two  physicians  had  ngi  eed  with  Mr.  Hodgson 
in  supposing  spurious  virusincapableofpropagation,lhe  . 
one  would  not  have  asked,  nor  the  other  have  sent  a 
fresh  suppl \,  because  Thomson's  own  stock  did  "  pro- 
pagate."   Mr.  H.  says,  "if  we  admH  the  impurity  of 
our  stuck,  all  security  is  at  an  end."    He  must  be  re-  j 
minded,  however,  that  it  is,  simply,  rather  an  allega-  j 
lion  of  weakened  powers  than  of"  impurity"  that  1  re-  , 
luctanlly  urge  against  our  present  stock.    Mr.  H.  also  | 
suggests,  if  I  do  not  misunderstand  him,  that  only  one  j 
kind  or  measure  of  protection  is  aflbrded,  all  that  comes  i 
within  the  denomination  of"  spurious,"  affording  abso-  | 
lately  none.  I  have  now  before  me,  amongst  otherdocu-  ; 
ments  to  that  effect,  the  opinion  of  Jenner,  expressed  I 
by  letter  to  Willan,  in  1806,  that  the  protection  varies  , 
in  proportion  to  the  perfection  of  the  progress  of  the  ; 
vaccine  vesicle."    He  also  expressly  mentions  the  sub-  ' 
sequent  occurrence  of  modified  small-pox,  which  is 
quite  at  variance  with  what  Mr.  Hodgson  conceives  i 
him  to  have  believed.    Again,  the  imperfect  pock, 
which  Mr.  H.  asserts  will  not  propagate  but  become  j 
extinct,  is  maintained  by  Dr.  Gregory,  as  I  formerly  . 
shewed,  to  be  in  all  probability,  capable  of  indefinite 
renovation.    What  kind  of  protection  such  pretended 
vaccination  would  afford  to  the  unfortunate  subjects  of 
Dr.  G.'s  experiments,  I  cannot  pretend  to  calculate. 
But  it  is  not  simply  the  deterioration  of  the  "spuri- 
ous pock  which  Gregory  admits,"  because  it  is  from  i 
that  he  would  even  renew  his  supply.  He  expressly  re" 
marks,  in  order  to  shew  that  an  apparently  perfect  pock 
may  contain  virus  that  provesinefficacious,  independent- 
ly  of  the  constitutional  endowments  of  the  vaccinated,  I 
that  every  child  vaccinated  from  such  pock  shall  pre- 
sent the  same  irregular  appearances.    This,  then,  is 
surely  degeneration  of  genuine  or  "  apparently  per-' 
feci"  vesicles,  and  continues  to  afford   me  a  strong- 
hold from  which  Mr.  H.  has  failed  to  expel  me.  i 


r-  — 

As  to  the  increase  of  failures  resulting  from  "an  in-  i 
creased  proporlion  of  cases  liable  to  failure,"  I  admit ! 
the  fact.    There  is,  indeed,  "an  increased  proporlion 
of  cases  liable  to  failure,"  not  resulting  from  mere 
numbers,  as  Mr.  H.'s  interrogatory  would  imply,  but 
j  from  two  other  causes,  viz.: — decajing  influence  of,  i 
first,  the  general  stock,  and  secondly,  the  vaccinaiion  i 
of  each  individual.    {The  mortality  from  small-pox 
in  the  vaccinated,  has,  by  Dr.  (jregor\'s  latest  small- 
pox hospital  Reports,  been  shewn  to  have  now  attained 
5  to  7  or  8  per  cent.)    These  defects  (and  their  reme- 
dies) I  need  not  again  descant  on.     Dr.  Gregory 
himself    insists   on,    and    has  ably   proved,  the 
last:  while  he  reluctantly  admits  also  the  former 
Yet  you  are  told  1  stand  alone  in  adopting  this  view  !  ■. 
A  view  that  has  been  adopted  and  acted  on  in  Italy^ 
and  is  being  so  throughout  British  India,  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  Medical  Board  of  Calcutta!    A  plan 
annually  enforced  in  Wirtemberg  since  1818,  and 
that  Dr.  Gregory  confesses  may  be  adopted  with  bene- 
fit "  on  some  great  occasions"  jet,  we  are  lold,  is  not  fit 
to  be  resorted  to,  on  behalf  of  the  British  public  atj 
home  1    But  as  Mr.  Hodgson  will  have  it  that  the  like  ' 
of  my  "tactics  and  argument"  are  not  to  be  found" 
"in  the  whole  range  of  medical  literature,"  let  us  has- 
tily turn  over  a  few  of  its  leaves,  and  see  whether  Mr.  , 
H.  may  not  have  overlooked  something  important.! 
I  take  the  few  I  have  had  leisure  lo  search  into,  in  ' 
chronological  order,  and  am  just  as  happy  to  have  it  j 
in  my  power  to  shew  that  in  this  proposal  I  am  not 
original,  as  I  can  conceive  1  should  be  unhappy  were 
I  to  be  detected  in  passingoft'the  words  and  argumenis 
of  others  as  my  own.    This  first  passage  contains 
matter  which  Mr.  Hodgson  will  scarcely  believe  he 
reads  aright  when  he  sees  it.    "  Another  explanation 
has  been  suggested,  and  deserves  more  consideration,  as 
it  is  understood  to  he  that  which  is  espoused  by  the  ve- 
nerable Jenner,  viz — that  the  vaccine  virus  has  dege-  , 
nerated  in  iis  quality,  in  consequence  of  its  passing! 
through  asuccession  of  individuals  of  the  human  species 
without  recurring  to  the  original  source  of  the  disease  ) 


Tn  the  cow  or  horse.    "We  zu  e  not  acqHnftiied  with  aifj^ 
decisive  facts,  eitlier  for  or  agiiinst  this  hypothesis." 
Dr.  Duncan  jun.,  1820.     Dr.  D.  then  states  Dr. 
Thomson's  objections  to  that  explanation,  first,  that 
other  contagious  diseases  do  not  deteriorate,  secondlj', 
the  virus  he  was  then  using  produced  the  same  ap. 
pearances  as  at  first,  lastl^v,  Jenner's  recent  equine  ' 
virus  produced  also  the  same  appearances  &s  \t.    hy  • 
the  way,  the  arguments  deduced  from  appearances 
were  formerly  shewn  to  be  fallacious,  and  this  is  all 
that  Thomson  insists  on,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  make  out.    I  do  not  find  iiim  by  any  means  de- 
claring the  new  virus have  been  followed  in  a  wu\ 
similar  to  the  old  by  small-pox  at  the  time  he  wrote. 
Great  as  Thomson,  in  some  respects,  is,  many  of  his 
sirange  views  have  been  set  aside  by  others  whom  ; 
Mr.  Hodgson  would  st\lo  his  inferiors :  thus, bj  Bi  \ce, 
Abererombie,  Duncan,  jun.,  lyTonro,  and  others,  of 
Edinburgh,  and  even  (I  say  it  wiihouteitherfear  oc  fa- 
vour,) by  our  townsman,  Dr,  Barnes.  The  total  absence 
of  all  relevant  analogy  between  small-pox  and  cow. 
pox  in  man,  has  escaped  many,  and  amongst  others, 
Thomstm.  Could  Hacon  himself  be  consulted  in  thisdis- 
pute,  he  would  probably  declare  that  the  case  should  be 
Slated  thus: — "smail-pox  degenerates  not  in  man, 
nor    cow-pox   in  the  cow  :   transfer  small-pox  to 
the  cow,  and  3  pa  venture  on  a  path  in  which  no  analogy 
derivable  from  human  disease  will  guide  jou  :  in  trans- 
ferring cow-pox  to  man,  you  try  an  equally  novel 
experiment."     He  might  even,  from  analogies  of 
which  Mr.  Hodgson  does  not  appiiciate  the  bearing,  ! 
and  therefore  denies  the  applicability,  have  foreseen 
tlie  actual  result.    Next,  in  1^9,  I'find  Dr.  De  Ja 
Grange,  of  Paris,  urging  the  verj  view  1  entertain,  on 
the  atiention  of  Dr.  I  'osbroke,  cf  Cheltenham,  who  re- 
sided some  jeiirs  under  Jenner's  own  roof.  Then, 
again,  Fo.sbroke  applies  for  recent  virus  to  certain 
fiiends  in  whose  neighbourhood  the  Epidemiccow-pox 
was  occasionally'  seen  to  afllct  that  animal     In  1830 
I  he  repeats  his  request.    In  1831,  Dr.  Howison,  of 


Edinburgh,  one  of  the  most  experienced  vacclnalorsin 
Britain,  offers  the  same  explanation,  and  proposes  the 
same  remedy.    From  1832  to  this  lime,  the  view  is 
being  adopted  and  acted  upon  in  British  IndiH,  with 
the  happiest  prospects.    (Let  those  who  wish  to  see 
the  effects  of  recent  \'irus  in  a  tropical  country,  read 
the  accounts  from  Bengal  and  Cejlon,  in  the  medical 
journals  of  1807,  1811,  &c.,  &c.)    So  much  for  Mr.  i 
Hodgson's  authorities,  and  my  own.    The  respectable  I 
reviewer  he  speaks  of,  I  may  more  justly  claim  than  ] 
he  :  he  modestly  offers  his  remarksas  '*  speculations,"  | 
not  as  the  decisions  of  a  Judge  ffj  and  recommends  Mr.  i 
Manpherson's  operation  to  general  adoption.    As  forj 
Dr.  Gregory,  who  is  a  smallpox  hospital  physician,! 
and  a  better  authority  in  that  disease  than  on  varcina-  1 
tion,  I  cannot  award  him  the  measure  of  confidence! 
Mr.  H.  does.    I,  however,  bear  no  "  hostile"  fi  eling  ! 
towards  him,  as  Mr.  H.  insinuates:  I  never  commu- ; 
nfcated  with  him,  nor  applied  to  him,  consequently  • 
never  received  any  rebuke  at  his  hands.    I  applied  to 
the  National  vaccine  establishment  (which  is  entirel}  1 
distinct  from  a  smaller  institution  injudiciously  at- i 
,tached  to  Dr.  G.'s  hnsj  iial,  and  from  which  in  his  ■ 
Parliamentary  evidence,  he  admits  small-pox  has  been 
dissemiuaied,j  and  although  I  have  applied  the  term  • 
*'  indolent"  to  its  officers,  I  must  state  that  the  ancwer 
I  received,  with  charges  of  their  finest  l)mph  accom- 
panying, was  in  every  respect  agreeable. 

Lastly,  I  confess  I  hud  a  few  score  copies  of  my  \ 
former  paper  struck  off  in  a  separate  form,  but  not  al  ■ 
my  own  request  by  any  means.    The  suggestion  was 
made  by  iha  editor  of  thePa^rto/,  else  I  should  have  con- : 
tentcdly  allowed  the  separate  copies  of  Mr.  Hodgson  s 
Hepo't  to  have  circulated  without  a  check. 
"**  The  only  excuse  I  can  possibly  frame  for  Mr,  H.'s 
conduct  and  assertions  on  this  occasion,  is,  his  anxiety 
to  maintain  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  vaccina- 
tion.   This  is  praiseworthy.    But  let  him  not  unge- 
nerously insinuate  that  such  is  not  my  object  also  :  for 
that  such  is,  must  be  apparent  to  any  "cool  and  for- 
bearing" enquirer.  The  difference  between  us  is,  that  \ 


lie  and  some  others  for  rensons  best  known  to  them- 
selves (far  be  Jl  from  me  to  itnpute  unworthy  ones) 
labour  to  secure  confidtiice  to  tlie  present  stock  of 
virus,  while  I  am  desirous  that,  bj  autiioritative  and 
general  measures,  occasional  recourse  should  be  faci- 
litated and  enjoined  to  that  source  of  the  virus  w  hence 
it  was  first  procured,  /f  Mr.  Hodgson  can  persuade 
the  public  lo  remain  content  with  the  present  stock, 
and,  reljing  on  a  mere  opinion,  to  forego  the  advan- 
vantages  w  hich  no  oneciin  denj  would  in  all  probabilii} 
result  from  its  renewal,  I,  though  not  thus  persuaded, 
shall  of  course  have  no  complaint  to  make.  As  a  we- 
dical  mun  I  should  feel  the  greatest  delicacy  in  ever 
alfempiiug  to  prevent  a  recurrence  taihecow  or  horse 
for  a  virus  which  is  entirely  foreign  to  the  human 
frame,  which  cannot  be  expected  to  undergo  trans- 
mission through  numbers  of  human  beings  without 
considerable  Ti>k  of  deterioration,  and  the  more  uni- 
form security  afforded  by  which  in  earlier  times  as 
compared  with  the  precarious  and  early  fading  pro- 
lection  it  now  gives,  is  strongly  calculated  if  not  to 

compel  us  to  the  step  I  advocate  as  a  bounden  duty  to 
the  community,  at  least  to  induce  us  at  ence  to  \ield 
to  the  solicitations  of  those,  who  request  a  boon  so  rea- 
sonable, so  free  from  risk,  so  likely  to  prove  entirely 
'  and  universally  advantageous.  . 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W  M.  ELLIOT. 
English  Street,  March  8th,  1836. 
P.S.  The  foregoing  information,  so  "difficult"  lo 
extract  from  "  the  whole  range  of  3Iedical  literature," 
I  should  have  given  in  full,  liad  space  and  lime  al- 
lowed. I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  referring  Mr. 
Hodgson  or  any  one  else  who  may  request  it,  to  ihQ 
recondite  volumes  in  which  it  is  to  be  found. 


\ 


